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THE COMPANIONS
ARE THE STARS 
OF GUIDANCE

A defense of the hadith:
My Companions are the Stars of Guidance

by

Sheikh Mu^ammad 
Akhtar Ri\¥ Kh¥n al-Q¥dirÏ



Publisher’s Introduction*

All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. May 
prayers and salutations be upon the master of the two 
worlds, our liege lord Mu^ammad, and upon his family, 
Companions, and all who follow his exemplary way.

Allah chose the companions of the messenger 
of allah s to keep intimate company with him 
and learn from his statements, actions, and exalted 

spiritual states. This divinely preordained bounty set them 
apart from the rest of humanity—after the Prophets—and 
made them the standard bearers of the Prophetic way.

   This treatise written by the scholar and sage, Sheikh 
Mu^ammad Akhtar Ri\¥ Kh¥n, discusses the famous hadith 
ascribed to the Prophet s: “My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.” 
This hadith was declared weak by many scholars; however, 
the author explains that if a weak hadith gains fame and 
general acceptance it can be judged as authentic. Imam al-
Suy‰~Ï said in TadrÏb al-r¥wÏ:“Some of them have said that a 
hadith is judged authentic if it is met with general acceptance 
among the people, even if it does not possess an authentic 
chain.”

   The tribulation of our time is that there are those who, in 
their misplaced zeal, claim that this hadith is forged. That is 
a baseless view first propagated by the literalist scholar Ibn 



¤azm, and followed by the late Sheikh Mu^ammad N¥|ir 
al-DÏn al-Alb¥nÏ, the self-taught Salafi “revivalist.”

   Sheikh Mu^ammad Akhtar Ri\¥ Kh¥n does not seek to 
authenticate this hadith; his goal is to respond to the claims 
that it is forged [maw\‰¢] and prove that [1] it has a basis 
[2] that there are similar reports that are sound [3] the 
Gnostics and saints accepted the soundness of this hadith 
through their spiritual unveiling [kashf]. This treatise is 
also a brilliant defense of the Companions’ preeminence 
in jurisprudence and reflects the author’s mastery of the 
hadith sciences and legal theory. May Allah send prayers 
and salutations upon our master Mu^ammad, and upon his 
family and Companions entire.

- Dr. Naj¥^ ¢Awa\ ßiy¥m
Muqa~~am Publishers, 
Cairo, Egypt

*Paraphrased and condensed from the original Arabic text. The 
work was first published by Muqa~~am Publishers in Cairo, 
Egypt.



Author’s words

In the name of Allah, the Compassionate the Merciful. 
Choicest and countless blessings be upon our beloved 
Prophet, his holy offspring and Companions.

It is indeed a pleasure to know that Mu^ammad Junayd 
al-Ri\¥wÏ has arranged for the translation of my book al-
ßa^¥ba nuj‰m al-ihtid¥√. I pray to Almighty Allah to accept 
his effort and to give him success in his future endeavors. 

- Mu^ammad Akhtar Ri\¥ Kh¥n al-Q¥dirÏ 
29th Sha¢b¥n al-Mua¢am 1431, 
Medina al->ayyiba
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بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم
All praise belongs to Allah who elevates and abases, gives 
and withholds, and does as He wills. May prayers and peace 
be upon our master Mu^ammad—the one for whom the 
banner is raised, and the one by whom afflictions are staved 
off—and upon his family who are the ships of salvation, his 
Companions who are the luminous stars of guidance and 
those who follow them with excellence until the Day of 
Requital.

I happened to come across a purile editor discussing 
the hadith cited in [Q¥\Ï ¢Iy¥\’s] al-Shif¥1, which reads: 
“My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 

you follow you will be guided.”2 He claimed in his footnote 
within the aforementioned book that the hadith is forged 
[maw\‰¢]. But he is unqualified to make this claim, and in 
the following pages I shall quote his words and thoroughly 
critique them, spoiling his plans. I seek Allah’s assistance, 
and He is sufficient for me and the Best Aid. In the editor’s 
footnote to this hadith in al-Shif¥ he stated: 

It is forged. Al-DhahabÏ mentioned it in al-MÏz¥n (2:131) 
within the biographical  entry of Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^id al-
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H¥shimÏ, and he cited al-D¥raqu~nÏ’s statement regarding 
him: “He forges hadith.” And Ab‰ Zur¢a said, “He narrated 
hadith reports that have no basis,” and he mentioned this 
hadith among his misfortunes. See Ibn ¤ajar’s al-TalkhÏ| al-

^abÏr (p. 2098) and Ibn ¤azm’s al-I^k¥m (5:61). 

His claim that the hadith is forged is repudiated, and his 
use of al-D¥raqu~nÏ’s statement, “He fabricates hadith,” is 
rejected. First of all, Mull¥ ¢AlÏ al-Q¥rÏ cited al-D¥raqu~nÏ 
and said after narrating this hadith: 

This was narrated by al-D¥raqu~nÏ in Fa\¥√il [al-ßa^¥ba], 
and Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr mentioned it with his chain from the 
hadith of J¥bir, and he said, “This chain does not establish 
any evidence.” It was also reported by ¢Abd b. ¤umayd in 
his Musnad from Ibn ¢Umar k.
	 Al-Bazz¥r said, “It is reprehensible and unauthentic.” 
Ibn ¢AdÏ also narrated it in his al-K¥mil with his chain of 
transmission from N¥fi¢, who reported from Ibn ¢Umar with 
the wording: “So whichever statement of them you take. . 
.” instead of “you follow,” and its chain of transmission is 
weak. 

Al-BayhaqÏ narrated a similar report in al-Madkhal from 
the hadith of ¢Umar and the hadith of Ibn ¢Abb¥s, and from 
another angle in expedient form [mursal], and mentioned 
that its text is well-known [mashh‰r] and its chains are 
weak.3

	 Al-¤alabÏ said, “It would have been better had al-Q¥\Ï 
[¢Iy¥\] not mentioned it as if it were definitely a hadith, 
due to what is known about it among the scholars of this 
science—and he has done this many times before.” I [Mull¥ 
¢AlÏ al-Q¥rÏ] say: It is possible that he established a chain 
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for it, or that he considered the multiplicity of its chains to 
elevate its grade from weak to good[^asan], due to his good 
opinion about it, not to mention the fact that even weak 
hadith can be acted upon in the realm of meritorious acts 
[fa\¥√il al-a¢m¥l]—and Allah knows best.

Several things become clear from the words of al-Q¥rÏ that 
we have reproduced here. Firstly, al-D¥raqu~nÏ narrated this 
hadith himself and did not rule that it is forged. Had he done 
so, al-Q¥rÏ would have quoted him regarding that. Secondly, 
al-Q¥rÏ’s mention of Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr who narrated it with 
his chain of transmission from the hadith of J¥bir clearly 
indicates that it is weak and not forged. Likewise, al-
Bazz¥r’s statement that it is reprehensible and unauthentic 
indicates that the hadith in question is weak and not forged. 
Moreover, his statement that it was narrated by Ibn ¢AdÏ in 
al-K¥mil with his chain of transmission from Ibn ¢Umar with 
the wording “So whichever statement of them you take,” 
and that its chain is weak, supports the position that the 
hadith does not transfer from the rank of “weak” to that of 
“forged.”
	 Let the editor contemplate al-Q¥rÏ’s mention of al-
BayhaqÏ and the fact that he narrated a similar report in his 
al-Madkhal from the hadith of ¢Umar and the hadith of Ibn 
¢Abb¥s, and from another angle in expedient form [mursal], 
and then stated that its text is well-known [mashh‰r] and 
its chains of transmission are weak. If you look intently at 
the statement of al-BayhaqÏ you will realize that it provides 
an additional benefit, namely that the text is well-known 
[mashh‰r], even if its chains are weak. This is a clear 
indication from him g that the hadith is acceptable, which 
further entails that the narrators are conferred a certain level 
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of reliability. It increases in strength with its multiple chains 
of transmission, which is why al-Q¥rÏ’s closing statement 
alludes to the fact that it is elevated to the level of good 
[^asan] for this reason.
	 In addition, when the erudite scholar, al-Shih¥b al-
Khaf¥jÏ, spoke about al-D¥raqu~nÏ, he merely mentioned that 
he narrated it; he did not mention that al-D¥raqu~nÏ judged 
the hadith to be forged. Therefore, al-D¥raqu~nÏ’s statement 
that he [Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^id al-H¥shimÏ] “forges hadith” 
is insufficient evidence to prove that the hadith is forged. Al-
Khaf¥jÏ said, “This was narrated by al-D¥raqu~nÏ, and by Ibn 
¢Abd al-Barr in [J¥mi¢ bay¥n] al-¢Ilm from multiple routes, 
all of which are weak—to the extent that Ibn ¤azm said that 
it is forged.”

Secondly, Ab‰ Zur¢a’s statement that “he [Ja¢far b. ¢Abd 
al-W¥^id al-H¥shimÏ] narrated hadith reports that have no 
basis” does not satisfy the requirement of proof because it is 
not an explicit ruling that the hadith in question is forged; 
rather, this might be said regarding a hadith whose chain is 
unknown. 
	 The clearest proof that Ab‰ Zur¢a’s statement is not a 
ruling that the hadith is forged is another statement from 
him that was cited by Ibn ¤ajar in Lis¥n al-mÏz¥n under the 
biographical entry of Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^Ïd al-H¥shimÏ. 
Ibn ¤ajar said:

Sa¢Ïd b. ¢Amr al-Barda¢Ï said, “I rehearsed before Ab‰ Zur¢a 
the hadith reports that he heard from Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^id 
but he rejected them, saying, ‘They are without basis,’ and 
he said regarding some that ‘they are false and forged.’ 
Afterwards he returned and said, ‘Before, when I would see 
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him, I would desire to speak with him due to the tranquility 
he possessed.’”

Therefore, when Ab‰ Zur¢a said that these hadith were 
without basis, it did not mean that they were forged; the 
divertive indication [qarÏna] here being al-Barda¢Ï’s statement 
that some were “false and forged.” The explicit indication of 
this shows that there is a distinction between what he ruled 
to be without basis and what he clearly declared false and 
forged—and the ruling on the latter refers to the chain and 
not the text of the hadith, as is not hidden. 
	 Moreover, Ab‰ Zur¢a’s statement that “they are 
without basis” is only as far as his knowledge was concerned, 
and this is indicated in the aforementioned quote where he 
rejected them. The same may be said with concerning Ibn 
¢AdÏ’s statement that Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^id al-H¥shimÏ 
“steals hadith4 and narrates disclaimed [munkar] reports 
from reliable narrators.”

Thirdly, the statements in his biographical entry mentioning 
that he narrated hadith reports that were without basis, 
transmitted disclaimed reports [man¥kÏr] from reliable 
narrators, and was accused of forging chains of narration 
and stealing hadith (which was mentioned by Ibn AbÏ ¤¥tim) 
are all clear indications that  the chain is forged; for it can 
be said that a hadith is forged vis-à-vis its chain, which only 
applies to the chain alone and not the text of the hadith itself.
	 As for the report that says that [the Caliph] al-Musta¢Ïn 
sought to exile him due to something he heard about him, 
that is obviously a non-descript discreditation [jar^ ghayr 
mufassar] which cannot be considered a discreditation in 
reality. Ibn al-ßal¥^ said:
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Discreditation [jar^] is not accepted unless it is detailed 
and its reason is made clear; for people disagree about that 
which discredits and that which does not: one will discredit 
[someone else] on account of something that he believes 
warrants discrediting, but it is not so in reality. Therefore, 
the reason for discreditation must be explained so it can be 
looked into and decided if it merits discreditation or not—
and this is apparent and established in jurisprudence and its 
fundamentals.5

Fourthly, Ab‰ Zur¢a’s statement that some of his [Ja¢far b. 
¢Abd al-W¥^id] hadith are false and forged carries several 
potential meanings: it is possible that it revolves around the 
person of Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^id alone, which means that 
he is the only one accused; the most this indicates is that he 
is alleged to have forged, which doesn’t in and of itself entail 
that everything he reported is likewise forged. Consequently, 
it is incorrect to maintain a definite position on this hadith or 
to think that it is forged.

Fifthly, how can it be asserted that this hadith is forged—
as Ust¥dh >¥h¥ ¢Abd al-Ra√‰f [the editor] did—when, in 
Mirq¥t al-maf¥tÏ^, Mull¥ ¢AlÏ al-Q¥rÏ quoted Ibn ¤ajar who 
said that it “is weak and flimsy,” and did not agree with Ibn 
¤azm’s assessment that it is forged and false? Al-Q¥rÏ said:

However, it is mentioned that al-BayhaqÏ said, “The hadith 
found in Muslim conveys some of its meaning,” namely 
the statement of the Prophet s: “The stars are a source of 
security for the heavens. . .”6 Ibn ¤ajar said, “Al-BayhaqÏ 
spoke the truth, for this confirms the correctness of the 
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semblance between the Companions and the stars. It is not 
clear, however, that it indicates following [iqtid¥√], but that 
could be inferred from the meaning inherent in being guided 
by the stars.” I [al-Q¥rÏ] say: What is apparent is that being 

guided is a branch of following.

Notice how he corrected and rejected Ibn ¤azm’s claims 
that it is forged, and supported the meaning of the hadith by 
approvingly quoting from al-BayhaqÏ. This is the response to 
the usage of Ibn ¤ajar’s words: he did not say that the hadith 
is forged and false, and he did not approve Ibn ¤azm’s claim; 
rather, he approved of al-BayhaqÏ’s statement and supported 
the hadith, even though he said about it in the beginning that 
it is “weak and flimsy,” as is clear. 7

Sixthly, let us revisit and ponder over what was mentioned 
in Ja¢far’s biographical entry: It is related from al-D¥raqu~nÏ 
that Ja¢far would forge hadith, and it is also mentioned that 
al-D¥raqu~nÏ narrated this same hadith that he considered 
forged on account of Ja¢far; so it is clear that his statement 
was contradicted by his action, for if al-D¥raqu~nÏ’s narration 
from Ja¢far isn’t considered a tacit declaration of Ja¢far’s 
reliability, then the least that can be said is that it gives the 
impression that Ja¢far’s hadith reports can be recorded and 
accepted—and had it been otherwise al-D¥raqu~nÏ would 
have brought attention to it. Similarly, Ibn ¢AdÏ’s comment 
that he would steal hadith and transmit disclaimed reports 
from reliable narrators doesn’t imply that the hadith is forged: 
as we mentioned earlier, it only indicates that the chain in 
question is forged. And the apparent meaning of Ab‰ Zur¢a’s 
statement that the hadith is “from his misfortunes” is not 
accepted, for this hadith is supported by another narration 
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that does not revolve around Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^id. It has 
also been reported from various chains on the authority of 
¢Umar, as well as from J¥bir, Ibn ¢Umar, and Ibn ¢Abb¥s l. 
	 Nonetheless, Ab‰ Zur¢a’s statement that the hadith is 
“from his misfortunes” is only with respect to the wording 
of the hadith as it was quoted in al-MÏz¥n, which reads: “My 
Companions are like the stars; whoever follows anything 
from them will be guided.” As you can see, this is not the same 
hadith that was quoted in al-Shif¥ and Mishk¥t and other 
works: “My Companions are like the stars; whomever of 
them you follow you will be guided.” So even if it is assumed, 
for argument’s sake, that it is forged, that only applies to the 
text mentioned in al-MÏz¥n and is not transferred to other 
wordings, as is clear.
	 As for what al-DhahabÏ mentioned, as well as Ibn ¤ajar 
in both his al-MÏz¥n and Lis¥n al-mÏz¥n, that Ja¢far b. ¢Abd 
al-W¥^Ïd swore an oath that he would not narrate hadith 
or say “so-and-so narrated to us [^addathan¥],” the most 
these things indicate is that he was not granted permission 
[ma√dh‰n] to narrate hadith, and that only negates his 
license to transmit hadith, and does not establish that forgery 
occurred in either the chain or the text. So as you can see, this 
is consistent with what was mentioned earlier regarding the 
claim that he used to steal hadith, which gives the impression 
that the chain was forged—this particular comment indicates 
that the hadith has a chain and a basis, but that Ja¢far was 
not granted license to narrate hadith.
	 Ibn ¢AdÏ reproduced several hadith reports belonging to 
Ja¢far’s and said that “they are all false, and some of them 
have been stolen from the folk [narrators].” This does not 
harm us, for Ibn ¢AdÏ has himself narrated this hadith with 
his route of transmission and ruled that its chain is weak. 
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As you see, he did not rule that the text of the hadith was a 
forgery. Furthermore, Ibn ¢AdÏ failed to mention the reason 
why Ja¢far was forbidden from narrating hadith, so this is 
similar to an ambiguous discreditation [jar^ mubham]. And 
Ibn ¢AdÏ’s comments that Ja¢far’s hadith reports “are all 
false” is unclear, for he failed to explain how they were false: 
was it from the chain or was it from the text? If the falsehood 
of his reports were in the texts themselves, then how is he 
judged as a forger and what are the signs of his weakness? Is 
the ruling that the hadith is forged speculative and based on 
his own certainty, and if so, what category of forgeries does 
it fall under? It is inappropriate to rely on generalities when 
details are called for; proof must be furnished to support the 
claim that it is forged, and there must be direct and specific 
evidence to establish that it is a forgery, and the area whence 
the forgery comes must also be explained. This is an area 
that calls for detail, where generalities do not suffice, and 
this is well-known to those who have acquired knowledge in 
this field.
	 With regards to al-Qa¢nabÏ’s comments, he was only 
bringing attention to the fact that this occurred once with 
Ja¢far, and that it was not a continuing reoccurrence; 
therefore, it is not a full-fledged discreditation, and would 
only be considered as such if it was demonstrated that Ja¢far 
did it intentionally. Ibn AmÏr al-¤¥jj said in al-TaqrÏr wa al-
ta^bÏr:

                                                                                                                                                                   
(Except that the first) meaning [the hadith], “My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided” (is unknown) based on the statement of 
Ibn ¤azm in his large epistle: “It is spurious, forged, and 
false”; otherwise, it has chains from the narration of ¢Umar 



10

and his son, and from J¥bir, Ibn ¢Abb¥s, and Anas—all with 
different wordings, the closest of them to this expression 
being the one narrated by Ibn ¢AdÏ in al-K¥mil, and Ibn ¢Abd 
al-Barr in [J¥mi¢] Bay¥n al-¢ilm, both from Ibn ¢Umar, who 
said, “The Messenger of Allah s said, ‘The likeness of my 
Companions is that of the stars by which guidance is sought; 
by whomever’s statement you take you will be guided.’”
	 Another expression was narrated by al-D¥raqu~nÏ and 
Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr, from J¥bir who said, “The Messenger 
of Allah s said, ‘The likeness of my Companions in my 
nation is that of the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided.’” Now of course, none of these are 
authentic in the least, which is why A^mad said, “This 
hadith is unauthentic,” and al-Bazz¥r said, “These words 
are not authentically reported from the Prophet s.” That 
said, al-BayhaqÏ did mention in Kit¥b al-i¢tiq¥d:8 “We have 
narrated it in a hadith that is fully connected [maw|‰l] but 
with a chain that isn’t strong, and in another hadith that is 
interrupted [munqa~i¢]. And there is an authentic hadith that 
conveys the same meaning, and it is the raised [marf‰¢] hadith 
of Ab‰ M‰s¥ that states: ‘The stars are a source of security 
for the heavens, and when the stars wane, the heavens will 
bring what is promised you; I am a source of security for my 
Companions, and when I go, they will receive what they are 
promised; and my Companions are a source of security for 
my nation, and when my Companions pass, my nation will 
receive what it is promised.’ This was narrated by Muslim.”9

As the reader is aware, al-TaqrÏr wa al-ta^bÏr deals with the 
fundamentals [of jurisprudence] and discusses proofs and 
universal maxims that are related to legal rulings. So by the 
author presenting this hadith and citing the narrations that 
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support it, there is the distinct impression that this hadith is 
used as evidence in legal rulings. This strengthens al-Q¥rÏ’s 
point that the hadith rises to the level of good [^asan] due to 
its numerous chains, even if, by looking at some of its chain, 
it is not suitable for proof.
	 How can it be stated with certainty that Ja¢far is 
guilty of what he is accused of when the Imam and Proof 
of Islam, al-Ghaz¥lÏ, stated in I^y¥√ ¢ul‰m al-dÏn that “It is 
not permissible to ascribe an enormity to a Muslim without 
due verification [ta^qÏq]”?10 How can it be thought that this 
hadith in particular is forged, and how can it be allowed to 
ignore Ibn ¤ajar’s concluding remark about Ja¢far where he 
said, “Muslima b. Q¥sim said, ‘He died in the battle trenches 
in the year 258 [ah]. He was from Basra and was reliable. 
Ab‰ D¥w‰d narrated from him, and Ab‰ ¢AlÏ included him 
among the Sheikhs of Ab‰ D¥w‰d”?
	 This is a clear statement from Ibn ¤ajar affirming 
Ja¢far’s reliability, and the previous statements about him 
carry several possible interpretations and are inconsistent 
[mu\~arib]; so let this affirmation of [his] reliability take 
precedence over all of that. 
	 Notice his comment that “Ab‰ D¥w‰d narrated from 
him,” and add to that those who narrated this hadith—who 
were mentioned in detail earlier. This should make it clear 
to you that Ab‰ D¥w‰d and others did not consider him 
discredited, and even if that was established, the fact still 
remains that there is a degree of reliability confirmed for 
the narrators of this hadith—as mentioned earlier—and this 
suffices us.
	 The insightful critic does not restrict himself to the 
judgments of others, and Q¥\Ï ¢Iy¥\ was one such insightful 
critic who was clearly knowledgeable of the hidden defects 
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[¢ilal] in hadith, and someone of his stature is free to narrate 
from anyone whom he deems sound—even if that person is 
considered discredited by others. Ibn al-ßal¥^ said:

This is why al-Bukh¥rÏ cited from a group [of narrators] who 
were discredited by others, such as ¢Ikrima the client [mawl¥] 
of Ibn ¢Abb¥s k, Ism¥¢Ïl b. AbÏ Uways, ¢®|im b. ¢AlÏ, ¢Amr b. 
Marz‰q, and others. And Muslim cited from Suwayd b. Sa¢Ïd 
and a group that was well-known for being discredited, and 
Ab‰ D¥w‰d al-Sijist¥nÏ did the same.11

Seventhly, there now remains no one except Ibn ¤azm, and 
he is alone in his claim, so we leave him with his issue. That 
said, let us mention Ibn ¤azm’s statement that Ust¥dh >¥h¥ 
¢Abd al-Ra√‰f [the editor] relied upon in his judgment that 
the hadith in question is forged. Regarding the hadith Ibn 
¤azm said the following: 

As for the narration: “My Companions are like the stars. . 
.” it is a narration missing some text [s¥qi~a]. This hadith 
was narrated to me by Ab‰ al-¢Abb¥s A^mad b. ¢Umar b. 
Anas al-¢Udhr › Ab‰ Dharr › ¢Abd b. A^mad b. Mu^ammad 
al-HarawÏ al-An|¥rÏ › ¢AlÏ b. ¢Umar b. A^mad al-D¥raqu~nÏ › 
al-Q¥\Ï A^mad K¥mil b. K¥mil Khalaf › ¢Abdull¥h b. Raw^ 
› Sal¥m b. Sulaym¥n › al-¤¥rith b. Gha|an › al-A¢mash, from 
Ab‰ Sufy¥n, from J¥bir, who said, “The Messenger of Allah 
s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of 
them you follow you will be guided.’” I, Ab‰ Mu^ammad 
[Ibn ¤azm] say: Ab‰ Sufy¥n is weak, this al-¤¥rith b. Gha|Ïn 
is Ab‰ Wahb al-ThaqafÏ, and Sal¥m b. Sulaym¥n narrates 
forged hadith—and this is undoubtedly from them—so this 
narration is missing text and from a route whose chain is 
weak.12
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His statement that this is a “narration missing some text,” is 
a ruling from him that only applies to the chain, and this is 
indicated by his frivolous statement that it is “from a route 
whose chain is weak.” This ruling, therefore, applies only 
to the chain and not the text of the hadith, and how can it 
be otherwise, when the meaning of the hadith is supported 
by similar wordings, such as the one mentioned from al-
BayhaqÏ, and is conferred strength by its numerous chains, 
which was mentioned by al-BayhaqÏ, too, when he said that 
it was narrated in expedient form [mursal]?  An expedient 
report is considered proof-worthy according to the majority, 
and this was discussed in detail by our Grandfather, the 
gallant and noble A^mad Ri\¥, in al-H¥d al-k¥f fÏ a^k¥m 
al-\i¢¥f (The Guide and Sufficiency Regarding the Rulings of 
Weak Reports). Ibn ¤azm’s claim that “this is undoubtedly 
from them [i.e., forged reports]” is rejected, for it is a 
statement without any proof and it likewise contradicts his 
own statement that its chain is weak. Weakness in a chain 
does not entail that the text of a hadith is weak—much less 
entailing that the hadith is forged. Ibn ¤azm went on to say:

And Ab‰ ¢Umar Y‰suf b. ¢Abdull¥h b. ¢Abd al-Barr al-
NamarÏ wrote that this hadith was also narrated via the 
route of ¢Abd al-Ra^Ïm b. Zayd al-¢AmmÏ from his father, 
from Sa¢Ïd b. al-Musayyab, from Ibn ¢Umar, and via the 
route of ¤amza al-JazarÏ, from N¥fi¢, from Ibn ¢Umar. ¢Abd 
al-Ra^Ïm b. Zayd and his father are discarded [matr‰k] and 
¤amza al-JazarÏ is unidentifiable.

I say: So what? The most you have uncovered is the weakness 
of the chain, which does not entail forgery. He then said:
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And al-NamarÏ wrote to me: “Mu^ammad b. Ibr¥hÏm b. Sa¢Ïd 
narrated to us that Ab‰ ¢Abd al-Ra^m¥n b. Mufrij narrated 
to them, saying, ‘Mu^ammad b. Ayy‰b al-ßam‰t narrated 
to us, saying, “Al-Bazz¥r said to us, ‘As for what has been 
reported from the Prophet s that “My Companions are like 
the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided,” 
that is not authentically reported from him s.’

I say: Al-Bazz¥r’s statement that it “is not authentically 
reported” is explicit insomuch as it expresses that the 
hadith did not reach the level of “authentic” [|a^Ï^] that is 
expressed according to the technical nomenclature adopted 
by the hadith scholars. 
	 However, the fact that it is not authentic [|a^Ï^] does 
not negate that it is good [^asan], much less establishing that 
it is weak or forged. For more details on this, see al-H¥d al-
k¥f fÏ a^k¥m al-\i¢¥f of our Grandfather, the gallant Imam 
A^mad Ri\¥—may his secret be sanctified.

Ab‰ Mu^ammad [Ibn ¤azm] said: 

It is apparent that this narration is not established at all, so 
it is undoubtedly false because Allah Most High describes 
His Prophet s, saying, ﴾He does not speak from desires. 

It is but revelation revealed﴿ [Quran 53:3–4]. Hence, if his 
words s regarding the Shariah are all true, then they are 
all undoubtedly from Allah Most High; and whatever comes 
from Allah will not have any discrepancy in it, as He says, 
﴾And had it been from other than Allah they would have 

much found much discrepancy [differing] therein﴿ [Quran: 
4:82].
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Ibn ¤azm’s claim that this narration “is undoubtedly false” 
is without proof and it is recklessness that cannot be taken 
lightly. What is more amazing is the fact that when he spoke 
about the chain, he admitted that it was weak, and then 
went on to cite words from al-Bazz¥r that do not indicate its 
weakness, and then he concluded by ruling that the text was 
definitely false and forged!
	 And what is most astonishing is his attempt to infer 
proof for his position by quoting Allah’s words: ﴾He does 
not speak from desires. It is but revelation revealed﴿ [Quran 
53:3–4]! 
	 How can this prove that the aforementioned hadith is 
false and forged? How can he allege that the Prophet s would 
have spoken from his desires had he uttered this statement to 
his Companions? Where does Ibn ¤azm get the idea that if 
the Companions disagreed about something—with one party 
believing that it is allowed and another party believing that it 
is unlawful—that they would have ruled about it according 
to their desires, and that by saying what he said, the Prophet 
s would have approved of them following their desires? 
This is the import of Ibn ¤azm’s words that have been 
quoted in the Journal of the Islamic University of Madinah. 
Is this anything but a closing of [the doors] of independent 
scholarly effort [ijtih¥d], a prohibition of following [taqlÏd] 
the Companions, and an attempt to slam shut the door of 
qualified scholarship and shun the Prophet’s s permission 
for his Companions to engage in scholarly effort?
	 In Mishk¥t al-ma|¥bÏ^ there is a report from Mu¢¥dh 
b. Jabal g that mentions the Prophet s dispatching him to 
Yemen. When the Prophet s sent him he asked, “How will 
you judge the cases brought before you?” Mu¢¥dh replied, 
“I will judge with the Book of Allah.” The Prophet s then 
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asked, “And how will you judge if you do not find the ruling 
in the Book of Allah?” “I will then judge with the Sunna of 
Allah’s Messenger,” replied Mu¢¥dh. The Prophet s then 
asked, “And how will you judge if you do not find the ruling 
in the Sunna of Allah’s Messenger?” “I will exert my best 
efforts to arrive at an opinion,” he replied. The Prophet s 
then patted him on his chest and said, “All praise is due 
to Allah who enabled the Prophet’s emissary to answer in 
satisfaction to Allah’s Messenger!”13 This was narrated by 
al-TirmidhÏ, Ab‰ D¥w‰d, and al-D¥rimÏ.14

	 As you can plainly see, Ibn ¤azm defamed the 
Companions and accused them of vain desires, and the logical 
implication of this forces him to admit that all hadith reports 
should be rejected in their entirety—the authentic, good, or 
weak—for, according to him, the Companion’s probity is 
null and they cannot be trusted. Additionally, Ibn ¤azm’s 
claim against this hadith doesn’t merely apply to it alone; it 
transcends it and must also be applied to the other reports 
in which it is implicitly or explicitly commanded to follow 
the Companions. By the logic of his position he must reject 
the Prophet’s statements s : “Follow those after me: Ab‰ 
Bakr and ¢Umar,” “Stick to my Sunna, and the Sunna of the 
Rightly Guided Caliphs; stick to it with your molar teeth,”15 
and the aforementioned hadith of Mu¢¥dh, and other hadith 
reports that indicate the command to obey them.
	 Ibn ¤azm’s position does not simply entail rejecting the 
Sunna, but it also entails rejecting the Book [Quran] with 
the same proof he provided. His position dictates that the 
Companions must be looked at with suspicion in everything. 
Take one example that was quoted in the Journal of the 
Islamic University of Madinah and you will realize how 
extensive and far-reaching Ibn ¤azm’s odious belief really 
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was. The Journal quotes him as saying:

It is inconceivable that the Messenger of Allah s would 
command that every speaker among the Companions l be 
followed, even though their ranks include one who declares 
something lawful and another who declares it unlawful. 
If this were true it would be lawful (following Samura b. 
Jundub g) to sell alcohol; it would be permissible (according 
to Ab‰ >al^a g) for one who is fasting to eat snow, and 
it would be unlawful according to the others; it would be 
allowable (following ¢AlÏ, ¢Uthm¥n, >al^a, Ab‰ Ayy‰b, and 
Ubayy b. Ka¢b) to leave off the full ritual ablution [ghusl] if 
one did not ejaculate during intercourse, which is considered 
unlawful according to ¢®√isha and Ibn ¢Umar; and it would 
be lawful (following ¢Umar) to sell dates before they are ripe, 
which is unlawful according to others . . . 
	 All of these [positions] are narrated with authentic chains 
in our possession, but we didn’t mention them for fear of 
being long-winded. During the era of the Prophet s the 
Companions would offer their opinions and when these 
things would reach him he would declare who is right or 
wrong among them—and after his death s that was even 
more widespread and detestable.16

The significant passage here is his statement that it “is 
inconceivable”. Insomuch as he considered it a proof, why 
didn’t he say that every report mentioning the command 
to follow the Companions is also forged? Why did he 
differentiate between them when his self-styled proof didn’t 
call for such detail? This demonstrates that it is Ibn ¤azm 
and his ilk who have fallen into the pit of vain desires; the 
Companions and those who follow their footsteps and 
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guidance are innocent of his accusations.
	 Ibn ¤azm’s concluding claim that during “the era of the 
Prophet s the Companions would offer their opinions and 
when these things would reach him he would declare who 
is right or wrong among them—and after his death s that 
was even more widespread and detestable,” contradicts his 
initial claim, for it has not reached [us] that the Prophet s 
would repudiate the one who was mistaken, or demand his 
repentance. Similarly, it has not reached [us] that he would 
punish the one who acted upon the view of the one who 
was mistaken—and this is an implicit permission from the 
Prophet s for them to exert their best efforts to arrive at 
opinions, which in turn implies a command for others who 
have not attained the rank of independent scholarly judgment 
to follow them. If, as Ibn ¤azm claimed, the Prophet s 
would not support the one who had a mistaken opinion, 
how would he have dealt with the hadith of Mu¢¥dh, which 
is a tacit and unqualified permission for Mu¢¥dh, 
and a command for others to follow him in all of his 
judgments, right or wrong?
	 The examples that Ibn ¤azm gave prove our 
earlier contention, that he sought to forbid following the 
Companions and attempted to eliminate completely the 
following of qualified scholarship [taqlÏd]. Such positions 
lead to the inevitable conclusion that no one should follow 
anyone in matters in which there are disagreements, and this 
in turn opens the door of independent scholarship for all 
sorts and sundry who are unqualified. If taqlÏd as such is 
forbidden, how is it allowable for those who call themselves 
Salafis—and who do not believe in following the Imams—to 
put themselves forward as imams and invite the laity to their 
way?
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	 Ibn ¤azm concluded his statement with an explicit 
defamation of the Companions l. His statement that “after 
his death s that was even more widespread and detestable,” 
clearly establishes that he did not give the Companions’ 
opinions any value whatsoever, and that instead, he 
considered their opinions blameworthy errors—and there is 
no movement or power except by Allah, the Most High and 
Tremendous!
	 In addition to all that is said above, we would like to 
include an important notice regarding Ibn ¤azm’s habit 
that >¥h¥ ¢Abd al-Ra√‰f [the editor] and other Salafis rely 
upon, and a bit about Ibn ¤azm’s persistence in rejecting 
authentic hadith on account of his desires. Imam al-NawawÏ 
mentioned in his introduction to his commentary of ßa^Ï^ 
Muslim that Shaykh Ab‰ ¢Amr b. al-ßal¥^—may Allah have 
mercy upon him—said:

And the same may be said regarding al-Bukh¥rÏ’s comments 
that were expressed in definite terms: they are affirmed in 
the manner we mentioned earlier, such as when he says, 
“So-and-so said,” “So-and-so narrated,” or “So-and-so 
mentioned,” and so on. Ab‰ Mu^ammad Ibn ¤azm al-<¥hirÏ 
was wrong to consider such statements as interruptions 
[inqi~¥¢] that diminish their authenticity. He took recourse 
in that in order to support his corrupt position regarding 
the lawfulness of musical instruments and his claim that 
there is not a single authentic hadith prohibiting them. This 
was his answer to the hadith of Ab‰ ¢®mir or Ab‰ M¥lik 
al-Ash¢arÏ from the Messenger of Allah s who said, “There 
shall most certainly be among my nation a folk who declare 
silk, spirits, and musical instruments lawful. . . .”17 Ibn ¤azm 
claimed that even though this was narrated by al-Bukh¥rÏ it 
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is not authentic because al-Bukh¥rÏ said about it, “Hish¥m 
b. ¢Amm¥r said. . . [and he mentioned it with his chain]” and 
that chain is interrupted between al-Bukh¥rÏ and Hish¥m. 
That is a mistake from Ibn ¤azm for several reasons: [one] 
There is no interruption in this hadith whatsoever, for al-
Bukh¥rÏ met Hish¥m and heard from him . . .18

Since we have already discussed Ibn ¤azm’s rejection 
of the hadith in question and quoted his statement about 
the Companions—both of which are the strongest proofs 
that he would pick and choose his positions and follow 
his desires—let us now detail some examples of his foul 
and reckless defamation of the noble Companion Ab‰ al-
>ufayl ¢®mir b. W¥thila g, whose hadith were narrated 
by Muslim and others, and are well-known to the people 
of knowledge. Ibn ¤azm said that he is flawed [maqd‰^]. 
This was quoted by al-Shawk¥nÏ, a fellow <¥hirÏ, in his Nayl 
al-aw~¥r. Al-Shawk¥nÏ mentioned the hadith recorded in al-
Muntaq¥19 from Mu¢¥dh g who said, “While the Prophet 
s was at Tab‰k and the sun would pass the meridian, he 
would combine the Afternoon and Forenoon Prayers before 
he started his journey. If he started his journey before the 
sun passed the meridian, he would delay the Afternoon 
Prayer until the time he would stop for the Forenoon Prayer. 
He would do the same for the Dusk Prayer; if the sun set 
before he began his journey, he would combine the Dusk and 
Evening Prayers [at that time]. If he began a journey before 
the sun had set, he would combine the both of them at the 
time of the Evening Prayer.”20 (A^mad [5:241], Ab‰ D¥w‰d 
[1208], and al-TirmidhÏ [553]) Al-Shawk¥nÏ commented 
after mentioning this hadith:
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As for the hadith of Mu¢¥dh, it was also narrated by Ibn 
¤ibb¥n, al-¤¥kim, al-D¥raqu~nÏ, and al-BayhaqÏ. Al-
TirmidhÏ said, “It is ̂ asan-gharÏb [good but less well-known] 
reported singularly [tafarrada bihi] by Qutayba,” and it is 
well-known among the people of knowledge that the hadith 
of Mu¢¥dh is from the hadith of Ab‰ Zubayr, on the authority 
of Ab‰ >ufayl, from Mu¢¥dh, and it does not contain any 
mention of joining two prayers in the earlier time—meaning 
the one narrated by Muslim. Ab‰ D¥w‰d said, “This hadith 
is disclaimed [munkar], and there is no established hadith 
regarding the joining of two prayers in the earlier time.” Ab‰ 
Sa¢Ïd b. Y‰nus said, “No one besides Qutayba narrated this 
hadith.”        
	 It is said that he [Qutayba] blundered, and al-¤¥kim and 
Ibn ¤azm said that it has a hidden defect. Ibn ¤azm stated, 
“It is transmitted [mu¢an¢an] from YazÏd b. AbÏ ¤abÏb, from 
Ab‰ al->ufayl, and he is not known to have a narration.” He 
also said, “Ab‰ al->ufayl is flawed because he used to carry 
the flag of al-Mukht¥r and he [al-Mukht¥r] believed in the 
doctrine of return [al-raj¢a].”21      

Now al-Shawk¥nÏ did not agree with Ibn ¤azm’s claim, for 
after quoting him he said:

I respond to that by saying that he only went out with al-
Mukht¥r to fight against al-¤usayn’s murderers, and he did 
not know of al-Mukht¥r’s belief in the doctrine of return 
. . . and the basis for Ab‰ al->ufayl’s hadith is found in 
ßa^Ï^ Muslim and Ab‰ al->ufayl is upright, reliable, and 
trustworthy.
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Ibn ¤azm’s words aptly demonstrate his insolence and 
carelessness and show that he would pick and choose his 
rulings based on whim and desire. This is not simply a 
defamation of the Companion Ab‰ al->ufayl alone, but 
is a rejection of the principle in doctrine that all of the 
Companions are upright; to defame one Companion by 
negating his uprightness is to defame them all. This is the 
way of the Salafis: they are not concerned about the words 
they utter and they do not fear [Allah] or feel shame in their 
attempts to reject a hadith.
	 There remains one item in Ja¢far b. ¢Abd al-W¥^Ïd’s 
biographical entry that warrants comment. Ja¢far narrated 
from Ibn ¢Umar in a raised [marf‰¢] report that “No two 
people assemble for something good or evil except that they 
will be resurrected upon it [i.e., doing it],” and then he recited 
the verse, ﴾And when the souls are joined﴿[Quran 81:7]. 
	 The judgment of certain hadith scholars that it is false—
as [Ibn ¤ajar] posited in al-MÏz¥n, Lis¥n al-mÏz¥n, and 
TanzÏh al-sharÏ¢a, and as Ibn ¢AdÏ posited when he said that 
“they are all false”—is ambiguous, and there is nothing in 
the text of the hadith that contravenes the principles of the 
Shariah, and it was never explained in what sense it is false. 
Therefore, no recourse can be taken in this judgment when 
details are called for. 
	 Ja¢far narrated a hadith from Ibn ¢Abb¥s in which he 
said, “The Prophet s was born circumcised and with his 
umbilical cord cut.” Al-DhahabÏ commented, saying that “the 
drawback of this [narration] is Ja¢far,” but that is rejected, 
for it does not revolve around Ja¢far alone; rather, it was 
narrated with various routes of transmission and in different 
wordings from Anas, al-¢Abb¥s b. ¢Abd al-Mu~~alib, Ab‰ 
Hurayra, Ibn ¢Abb¥s, and Ibn ¢Umar l. All of these routes 
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were mentioned in detail by Imam al-Suy‰~Ï in al-Kha|¥√i| 
al-kubr¥.22

	 Ibn ¤ajar said in Af\al al-qir¥, “It is authentically 
reported from al-™iy¥√ that the Prophet s was born 
circumcised and with his umbilical cord cut so that no one 
could see his private area. Al-¤¥kim added: ‘The reports 
concerning this are mass-transmitted.’” Ibn ¤ajar went on 
to say regarding the report’s authenticity and the claim of it 
being mass-transmitted,23 “And they objected to the ruling 
that it is authentic, saying that all of the reports to that 
effect are weak, and they opposed the claim that it is mass-
transmitted, saying that if it is not authentic, how can it be 
mass-transmitted?”
	 I say: It is established in the fundamentals [of hadith 
sciences] that a weak hadith is strengthened by numerous 
routes of transmission, so it can rise to the level of a good, 
or even an authentic report. There is no fault found with al-
™iy¥√ for ruling that the hadith is authentic due to its multiple 
routes of transmission, the divertive evidence [qarÏna] he saw 
for it, and the fact that it was widely circulated and well-
known. By his statement that “the reports concerning this 
are mass-transmitted,” al-¤¥kim did not intend the technical 
meaning of mass-transmission; he meant to say that the report 
was wide-spread and widely circulated. So even though 
the hadith does not attain the level of a mass-transmitted 
report there is the impression that it was accepted, which 
does in turn strengthen it and allow the critic to rule that it 
is sound—even if its chain is weak—which is why al-™iy¥√ 
ruled as he did.
	 Al-Suy‰~Ï agreed with al-¤¥kim’s view that it is mass-
transmitted, as can be seen by reviewing his al-Kha|¥√i| 
al-kubr¥. Mass-transmission does not require some of the 
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prerequisites for judging a report authentic, but even so, 
most—if not all—of the prerequisites are met with mass-
transmitted reports, so their authenticity is established, and 
therefore al-¤¥kim’s claim that it is mass-transmitted is 
sound.
	 Ibn ¤ajar commented on this unique feature of the 
Prophet s, saying, “It has been said that many people were 
born circumcised, so it is not a unique feature. Moreover, 
Ibn al-KalbÏ stated that ®dam and twelve Prophets after 
him were all born circumcised.” I say: Those who mention 
this unique feature do not intend to claim that it is a unique 
feature by which the Prophet s is distinguished from the 
other Prophets, but rather that it is something by which he is 
distinguished from the rest of men. Ibn al-KalbÏ’s statement 
quoted by Ibn ¤ajar was also mentioned by Imam al-Suy‰~Ï 
in al-Kha|¥√i| al-kubr¥ with the wording: “It reached us 
via Ka¢b al-A^b¥r that he said, ‘We find in some of our 
scriptures that ®dam was created circumcised, along with 
twelve other Prophets from the children of his son who were 
created circumcised, and twelve Prophets from his children 
after them who were created circumcised—the last of them 
was Mu^ammad s—and the others included IdrÏs, N‰^, 
S¥m (Samuel), L‰~, Y‰suf, M‰s¥, Sulaym¥n, Shu¢ayb, Ya^y¥, 
H‰d, and ß¥li^, may Allah send prayers and salutations upon 
them all.’”
	 This clearly indicates that the Prophet’s s uniqueness 
in this is with respect to mankind in general, excluding the 
aforementioned Prophets f. In the same book mentioned 
earlier, Ibn ¤ajar said in conclusion:

One of the hadith masters [¤uff¥] narrated with his chain 
up to Ibn ¢Abb¥s k that ¢Abd al-Mu~~alib circumcised him 
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[the Prophet s] seven days after his birth, held a banquet in 
his honor, and named him Mu^ammad. And in a rejected 
chain it is reported that he was circumcised when he was 
with ¤alÏma during the time when his chest was opened.

I say: There is another report from Ibn ¢Abb¥s that differs 
from this and it is further supported by numerous routes 
of transmission. So in this case of mutual contradiction 
[ta¢¥ru\] precedence should be given to the report containing 
Ibn ¢Abb¥s and others, which is supported and strengthened 
by numerous routes of transmission. Preference should be 
given to it over the narration reported singularly [tafarrud] 
by some of the hadith masters who narrated from Ibn ¢Abb¥s 
alone via a disclaimed [munkar] chain, stating that the 
Prophet s was circumcised when he was with ¤alÏma. The 
concluding remark is that the hadith, “The Prophet s was 
born circumcised and with his umbilical cord cut,” is not 
singularly reported from Ja¢far so there is no scope for saying 
that it is false.
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Conclusion

We wish to conclude with the words of the Grand Shaykh, 
our Grandfather the gallant and unique, Shaykh A^mad 
Ri\¥—May the Master and the Giver of bounties grant him 
mercy. He g said in point nineteen of his treatise al-H¥d al-
k¥f fÏ a^k¥m al-\i¢¥f, which is comprised of great benefits 
and laden with important points: “The intellect bears witness 
that weak hadith in the likes of this area are acceptable.”
	 I say, and with Allah is all success: In addition to all of 
the aforementioned texts and quotes, if the intellect is sound 
then it is a sufficient witness that a weak hadith may be given 
consideration in this area and its weakness overlooked, for 
there is no certainty that it is false, no matter what deficiencies 
are to be found in the chain. A liar might speak the truth, 
and who knows, perhaps he narrated this hadith correctly. 
In the al-Muqaddima of Imam Ab‰ ¢Umar TaqÏ al-DÏn al-
Shahraz‰rÏ [better known as Ibn al-ßal¥^] it is mentioned: 
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When they say that a particular hadith is unauthentic [ghayr 

|a^Ï^] it is not a conclusive statement that it is a lie in the self-
same reality [fÏ nafs al-amr], for it might be true in the self-
same reality; what it means is that its chain was unauthentic 
according to the aforementioned conditions.24

In TadrÏb al-r¥wÏ it states: “When it is said that a hadith is 
weak it means . . . that its chain was unauthentic according 
to the aforementioned conditions, not that it is a lie in the 
self-same reality, for it is conceivable that a liar speaks 
truthfully.”25 
	 Judging [hadith reports] to be authentic or weak is done 
by looking at the apparent, for it is possible that a weak hadith 
is really authentic, and vice versa. Al-Mun¥wÏ, the verifying 
scholar, stated in Fat^ al-QadÏr: “Describing [a hadith] as 
good, authentic, or weak is only a speculation regarding 
its chain. In reality, it is conceivable that an authentic 
narration could be wrong and that a weak narration could 
be authentic.” In his discussion on the issue of prostration on 
the corner of a turban, al-Mun¥wÏ stated: 

“Weak” does not necessarily mean “false” in the self-same 
reality; rather, it means that which is not established via 
the conditions that are well-considered according to the 
traditionalists [Ahl al-¤adÏth], all the while it is conceivable 
that it could be authentic in reality; it is therefore allowable 
for there to be a divertive indication [qarÏna] with it that 
establishes that and shows that a weak narrator was correct 
in that particular text, and can be judged accordingly.

In [Mull¥ ¢AlÏ al-Q¥rÏ’s] al-Maw\‰¢¥t al-kubr¥ it is 
mentioned: “The verifying scholars are of the view that 
authenticity [|i^^a], goodness [^usn], and weakness [\
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a¢f] are only according to the outward, and that there is a 
possibility that the authentic could be forged and vice versa. 
This point was mentioned by Ibn ¤ajar al-MakkÏ.”
	 I say: This is the secret that explains why the numerous 
narrations that the noble hadith scholars judged—according 
to their methodology—to be weak and without merit were 
explicitly accepted and relied upon by the scholars of the 
heart—those who know the Lord: the Gnostic Imams and 
masters who receive spiritual unveilings—may Allah Most 
High sanctify us with their splendid secrets and enlighten our 
hearts with their beautiful and resplendent lights! 
	 The Gnostics raise these reports back to the Prophet 
s with expressions of definitiveness and conclusiveness, and 
bring many inspired and divinely-sourced hadith reports, 
none of which the [exoteric] scholars can discover in their 
collections, notebooks, or sciences. This in turn leads many 
of the exoterists to defame and malign the honor of the 
Gnostics, much less bring benefit to them, even though the 
Gnostics were—and exaltation is for Allah—far more fearful 
of and knowledgeable about Allah than these defamers, and 
were far more cautious in attributing words to the Messenger 
of Allah s, as Allah said, ﴾Each party rejoicing in what it 
has﴿ [Quran 23:53], and, ﴾Indeed, your Lord knows best the 
one who strays from His path, and He knows best those who 
are rightly-guided﴿[Quran 16:125].
	 Speaking about the hadith: “My Companions are like 
the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided,” 
Imam al-Sha¢r¥nÏ said in al-MÏz¥n al-kubr¥: “Even if this 
hadith is criticized by the hadith scholars, it is considered 
authentic by the people of spiritual unveiling [Ahl al-Kashf].” 
Al-Sha¢r¥nÏ also said in Kashf al-ghumma ¢an jamÏ¢ al-umma, 
at the end of the first volume in the chapter on the virtues of 
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remembrance, in the section on the command to send prayers 
upon the Prophets: 

He s would say, “Whoever sends prayers upon me, his heart 
shall be purified from hypocrisy just as a garment is purified 
by water.” He s would also say, “Whoever says ‘May Allah 
send prayers upon Mu^ammad’ will find that seventy doors 
of mercy are opened for him, and Allah shall cast love for 
him in the hearts of the people, and no one will hate him 
except one who has hypocrisy in his heart.” Our Sheikh g 
said: “We have narrated this hadith and the one preceding 
it from some of the Gnostics, on the authority of al-Kha\ir 
e, from the Messenger of Allah s. According to us, both 
are authentic at the highest levels of authenticity, even if the 
hadith scholars did not affirm them according to the dictates 
of their technical nomenclature.” 

In al-MÏz¥n al-kubr¥ in the section on the impossibility of any 
opinions of the Mujtahids [independent scholars capable of 
exercising ijtih¥d] opposing the Shariah, al-Sha¢r¥nÏ quoted 
his Sheikh, SÏdÏ ¢AlÏ al-Khaww¥|—may his mighty secret be 
sanctified—who said: 

Just as it is said that everything the hadith scholars narrated 
with authentic and fully connected chains ends with the 
Real, the Exalted and Sublime, the same is said regarding 
that which is transmitted by the people of sound spiritual 
unveiling regarding the knowledge of the esoteric spiritual 
reality [¢ilm al-^aqÏqa].

The takeaway from all of this is that the Saints possess a way 
that is higher and loftier than the outward chain of narration, 
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which is why my master, Ab‰ YazÏd al-Bis~¥mÏ g—may his 
lofty secret be sanctified—said to the opponents of his time, 
“You take your knowledge dead from the dead, but we take 
our knowledge from the Ever-Living who does not die!” This 
was quoted by my master, Imam al-Sha¢r¥nÏ, in his blessed 
and superb book al-Yaw¥qÏt wa al-jaw¥hir, at the end of 
part forty-seven.
	 The leader of the people of spiritual unveiling and the 
reviver of the religion and way, al-Shaykh al-Akbar Ibn ¢ArabÏ, 
declared certain hadith reports authentic, even though they 
were considered weak according to the methodology used 
in the science of hadith. One example is found in section 
seventy-three of al-Fut‰^¥t al-MakkÏyya, which was cited by 
al-Sha¢r¥nÏ in al-Yaw¥qÏt.
	 In a similar vein, the Seal of the Hadith Masters [Kh¥tam 
al-^uff¥] and noble imam Jal¥l al-DÏn al-Suy‰~Ï—may his 
mighty secret be sanctified—enjoyed the immense favor of 
beholding the resplendent wakeful vision of the Prophet s 
seventy-five times, and in the Prophet’s blessed presence s  
he was able to verify the status of many hadith, and on the 
basis of his wakeful vision he declared many hadith reports 
authentic even though they were judged weak according to 
the methodology of the hadith scholars. The details regarding 
this are found in al-Sha¢r¥nÏ’s al-MÏz¥n al-kubr¥—may his 
luminous secret be sanctified. Whoever wishes to read more 
may refer to it.
	 This valuable and exquisite benefit that I have 
documented—praise Allah—is for the benefit of my brethren 
in the religion, and it deserves to be engraved on the tablet 
of the heart, for very few are aware of it, and many feet have 
slipped in this area:



31

 Many, dear friend, are the robbers that lie
 In wait at the bordering wastelands nigh;
 But those who can escort and see you through
 Safely and soundly, my friend, are but few.

All of the dimensions of this topic have been explored, and 
I assert that no matter how much the chain of the hadith in 
question is attacked and discredited, it can not be conclusively 
stated that it is false, for there is a possibility that it is sound in 
reality. And whenever truthfulness is considered a possibility 
and the intelligent person apprehends benefit without harm, 
he acts upon it.
	 Religious and worldly affairs are run according to hope; 
so what intellect dictates that one must renounce acting upon 
this hadith after seeing deficiency in its chain? Who knows? 
Perhaps the hadith is true and you have left yourself bereft 
of virtue, and if it is a lie, you have nothing to lose by acting 
upon it. Understand this well and be firm, and do not be 
among the fanatics [muta¢a||ib‰n].
	 To illustrate this point let me strike a similitude: Suppose 
there is a man who suffers from weakness and general 
malaise and someone says to him, “So-and-so, the skilled 
doctor, advises patients suffering from your ailment to grind 
up gold leaf in a golden mortar and pestle and mix it with 
khÏzr¥na al-misk (a medicine found in India), or to mix it 
vigorously with honey and place it in the palm of one’s hand 
and eat it.” A sound mind would never assume that using 
such a method of treatment is unlawful until it is proven 
that there exists an authentic chain that is fully connected 
to that doctor. It is sufficient to know that there is no harm 
associated with this method according to the fundamentals of 
medicine—otherwise one will constantly examine the copies 
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of al-Qar¥b¥dÏn26 and try to ascertain the status of those who 
narrated it. It is feared that such foolishness will deprive him 
of the benefits and uses found in those medicines, and he will 
be unable to help himself or others.
	 This is the simile with meritorious actions [fa\¥√il al-
a¢m¥l]. If we hear of a similar benefit and the purified Sacred 
Law does not prohibit it, why should we go out of our way 
to verify it according to the methodology of the hadith 
scholars? If the hadith is authentic then well and good, and 
if not, we still find a pleasant fruit from our good intentions: 
﴾Do you await for us except one of the two best things?﴿ 
[Quran: 9:52].

May Allah Most High send prayers, blessings, and salutations 
upon our liege lord Mu^ammad, and upon his family and 
Companions.

Dictated by the one poor unto the 
mercy of his Self-sufficient Lord:
Mu^ammad Akhtar Ri\¥ Kh¥n al-Q¥dirÏ al-AzharÏ  
- may he be forgiven
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Appendix 

•

A Survey of Works that Mention the Hadith “My 
Companions are like the Stars”

1. Shar^ Musnad AbÏ ¤anÏfa 1(1:520)

“From ¢Alqama b. Ya^y¥, from Ya¢mur: ‘I was once with a 
companion of mine in the city of Allah’s Messenger s when 
suddenly, we saw [. . .] ¢Abdull¥h b. ¢Umar  [. . .]. I said 
to my companion, “Would you like that we go to him and 
ask him about preordainment (qadr) [i.e., about faith in it 
and whether it should be affirmed or negated, due to the 
disagreements of the people about it]?” He replied, “Yes,” 
so I said, “So let me be the one who asks him because I know 
him better than you.” So we approached ¢Abdull¥h and I said 
to him, “O Ab‰ ¢Abd al-Ra^m¥n! We [the Followers] travel 
about in the lands [i.e., we go around from place to place, 
and some of us are in lands wherein there is much talk about 
belief in preordainment] and might arrive in a land in which 
there are people saying that there is no preordainment, so 
how do we respond to them?” He replied, “Convey to them 
[inform them on my behalf] that I am innocent of them.” 
[and this contains a proof that the statement of a Companion 

1 The commentator’s remarks on Arabic vowelization, declension, and the 
lexical origins of words have been 
omitted for ease of reading. —Translator
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is a proof2 , as the Prophet’s statement s indicates: ‘My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided’; he continued:] ‘If only I had some helpers 
I would have waged jihad against them [for spreading errors 
in religion—if they were gathered together in a particular 
land].’ Then he began to narrate to us [from the Prophet 
s], saying, ‘Once when we were with the Messenger of 
Allah s and he had a small group of Companions with him, 
there suddenly appeared a handsome young man [in age and 
strength] with hair touching his shoulders, and of pleasant 
scent wearing white garments. He said, “Peace be unto you, 
O Messenger of Allah . . .”’”

2.  ¢Umdat al-q¥rÏ shar^ ßa^Ï^ al-Bukh¥rÏ (16:104)

Al-Mas‰r said to Ibn ¢Abb¥s, “I will never argue with you.” 
He mentioned points related to the Companions and their 
debates regarding legal rulings and their referral to the 
revealed texts. This also indicates [the validity] of accepting 
a report from a single person [i.e., a non mass-transmitted 
report], even if he is a Follower [T¥bi¢Ï]. Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr 
said, “If the meaning of ‘following’ in his s statement ‘My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 

2 “[A]nd this contains a proof that the statement of a Companion is a proof”— 
Wahb b. JarÏr › his father › al-A¢mash › Ab‰ ß¥li^ › Ab‰ Hurayra who reported 
that the Prophet s said, “My Companions are like the stars; whoever follows 
any of them will be guided.” In his biographical entry for Zayd al-¢AmmÏ, 
Nu¢aym b. ¤amm¥d said, “¢Abd al-Ra^Ïm b. Zayd al-¢AmmÏ narrated to us 
from his father, from Sa¢Ïd b. al-Musayyab, from ¢Umar in a raised report: [The 
Prophet s said] “I asked my Lord regarding the differences of my Companions 
after me, so Allah revealed to me: ‘O Mu^ammad! Surely, your Companions 
are in my sight as the stars; some of them are more luminous than others. So 
whoever takes anything from that wherein they differ then he is upon guidance 
in My sight.’—and this is false.”
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you will be guided’ was with respect to formal legal verdicts 
[fatwa], Ibn ¢Abb¥s wouldn’t have needed to establish proof 
for his claim. Rather, he would have said to al-Mas‰r, ‘I am 
a star and you are a star; so whichever of us is followed by 
he who comes after us then he will be sufficed.’ What this 
means—as al-MuzanÏ and other verifying scholars stated—is 
that it is with respect to their transmissions, for all of them 
are upright. This [hadith] indicates giving the people of 
virtue their just due, and it also shows the fairness of the 
Companions with each other. It also shows that when the 
Companions disagreed on a matter, the proof was not found 
in the statement of a particular one among them unless there 
was a proof that must be submitted to, from the Book or the 
Sunna. . .’”

3.  Al-Istidhk¥r (4:7)

“Of the jurisprudence this contains: When the Companions 
differ there is no one among them whose statement is a proof 
against the rest, unless accompanied by a proof that must 
be submitted to, hailing from the Book or the Sunna. See 
how Ibn ¢Abb¥s and al-Mas‰r differed, and neither of them 
had a proof against the other until Ibn ¢Abb¥s presented his 
evidence from the Sunna and was successful.
	 This shows you that the [Prophet’s s] statement, ‘My 
Companions are like the stars. . . ,’ is understood according 
to the exegesis of al-MuzanÏ and others, which states that it is 
with respect to transmissions. That is because all of them are 
upright and reliable, and so it is obligatory to accept what 
each of them have transmitted. If they were like the stars 
with respect to their opinions and independent scholarly 
judgments Ibn ¢Abb¥s would have said to al-Mas‰r when 
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they disagreed, ‘You are a star and I am a star, so therefore 
you are fine; and whichever of us someone follows he will 
be guided,’ and he wouldn’t have needed to seek clarity 
and proof from the Sunna to establish the validity of his 
viewpoint. 
	 The same is said with respect to the rest of the 
Companions—may Allah be pleased with all of them. When 
they differ then their judgment is like that of Ibn ¢Abb¥s and 
al-Mas‰r, as they were the first ones to recite: ﴾So if you 
dispute about anything then refer it back to Allah and His 
Messenger﴿ [Quran 4:59].
	 The scholars say: ‘During the Prophet’s lifetime [we seek 
recourse] with the Book of Allah and His Prophet s, and 
when he is taken [i.e., passed away] we seek recourse with 
his Sunna.’ Consider Ibn Mas¢‰d. He was informed that Ab‰ 
M‰s¥ al-Ash¢arÏ said regarding the sister and daughter and 
granddaughter of one’s son that the daughter receives one 
half and the sister receives one half, while the granddaughter 
receives nothing [of inheritance]. Ab‰ M‰s¥ said, ‘Bring Ibn 
Mas¢‰d, for he shall agree with us.’ So when he came, Ibn 
Mas¢‰d said, ‘I was wrong and not of those who were guided 
[on this issue].’”

4.  Al-TamhÏd (4:263)

“Ibn AbÏ ¢Umar › Sufy¥n b. ¢Uyayna › Zayd b. Aslam › Ibr¥hÏm 
b. ¢Abdull¥h b. ¤unayn › from his father who said, ‘When 
at al-¢Araj, Ibn ¢Abb¥s and al-Mas‰r b. Makhrama disputed 
about one in a consecrated i^r¥m state [for Hajj or ¢Umra] 
and whether or not he can wash his head with water. They 
sent me out to ask Ab‰ Ayy‰b al-An|¥rÏ, and lo and behold, 
I happened upon him as he was bathing near a well. I greeted 
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him, and then he raised his head and covered his chest with 
his garment—and I was looking at his chest. I said, “Your 
cousin, ¢Abdull¥h b. ¢Abb¥s, sent me to ask you how the 
Messenger of Allah s would wash his head while he was in 
a consecrated i^r¥m state.” So Ab‰ Ayy‰b took a handful 
of water and poured it over his head and rubbed it [with his 
hands] through his scalp. Then he turned and said, “This is 
how I saw the Messenger of Allah s do it.” Al-Mas‰r said, 
“By Allah, I will never doubt you.”’

Of the jurisprudence this hadith contains: When the 
Companions differ there is no one among them whose 
statement is a proof against the rest, unless it is accompanied 
by a proof that must be submitted to, hailing from the Book 
or the Sunna. Don’t you see how Ibn ¢Abb¥s and al-Mas‰r b. 
Makhrama, who were from the jurists of the Companions— 
even if they were the youngest of them—differed, yet neither 
of the two had a proof against the other, until Ibn ¢Abb¥s 
presented his evidence from the Sunna and was successful. 
This shows you that the [Prophet’s s] statement, ‘My 
Companions are like the stars. . .’ is understood according 
to the exegesis of al-MuzanÏ and others, which states that 
it is with respect to transmissions, because all of them are 
reliable, trustworthy, and upright l and so it is obligatory 
to accept what each of them have transmitted and reported 
from his Prophet s.”
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5.  B¥riqa Ma^m‰dÏyya fÏ shar^ al->arÏqa al-
Mu^ammadÏyya wa al-sharÏ¢a al-NabawÏyya (1:232)

“. . .his statement s: ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

6. ®d¥b al-¢ishra fÏ dhikr al-|u^ba wa al-ikhwa (1:9)

 “. . .Due to his statement s: ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

7. J¥mi¢ al-u|‰l min a^¥dÏth al-Ras‰l s (8:6369)

“From Sa¢Ïd b. al-Musayyab g: ‘¢Umar b. al-Kha~~¥b g 
said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah s say, ‘I asked my 
Lord regarding the differences of my Companions after 
me, so Allah revealed to me: “O Mu^ammad! Surely, your 
Companions are in my sight as the stars in the heavens; some 
of them are stronger [more luminous] than others, and for 
each there is a light. So whoever takes anything from that 
wherein they differ then he is upon guidance in My sight.”’”’ 
And the Messenger of Allah s said, ‘My Companions are 
like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided.’”

8. Ghidh¥√ al-alb¥b fÏ shar^ man‰mat al-¥d¥b (1:35) 

“. . .The raised [marf‰¢] hadith of ¢Umar, Ibn ¢Abb¥s, and 
J¥bir l: ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of 
them you follow you will be guided.’ This was narrated by 
al-D¥rimÏ and others, and his chains are weak.”
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9. ®d¥b al-|u^ba (1:117)

“The Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

10. TafsÏr al-a^l¥m (1:428)

 “The stars of guidance include the Companions of Allah’s 
Messenger s—may Allah be pleased with all of them—
as well as the scholars and jurists, due the Prophet’s s 

statement: ‘My Companions are like the stars. . .’”

11. U|‰l al-SarakhsÏ (1:316, 2:108)

“Because the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

12. Al-Luma¢ (1:270)

“Due to his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

13. Al-Mankh‰l (1:584)

“[B]y his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

14. Al-Musta|f¥ (1:424)

“And he s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”
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15. Anw¥r al-bur‰q fÏ anw¥¢ al-fur‰q (8:274)

“And the Prophet s says, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

16. I¢l¥m al-muwaqqi¢Ïn ¢an Rabb al-¢¥lamÏn (2:308)

“And that is sufficed by the famous hadith, ‘My Companions 
are like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided.’”

17. Al-Ba^r al-mu^Ï~ (8:100)

“He s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever 
of them you follow you will be guided.’”

18. Al-TaqrÏr wa al-ta^bÏr (6:241)

“And he [al-Sh¥fi¢Ï] sought to establish his position from the 
Prophet’s statement s: ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

19. Irsh¥d al-fu^‰l il¥ ta^qÏq al-^aqq min ¢ilm al-u|‰l (1:178)

“And similarly the hadith, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

20. Kit¥b al-ijtih¥d (1:52)

Al-JuwaynÏ said, “[A]nd the report narrated from the 
Prophet s that he said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”
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21. Qaw¥~i¢ al-adilla fÏ al-u|‰l 

Al-Sam¢¥nÏ said, “And he s said, ‘My Companions are like 
the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’” 
(1:390)

“And because the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like 
the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’” 
(2:14)

“And regarding the Prophet’s statements, ‘My Companions 
are like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided’. . .” (2:15)

“[B]y his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’” (3:11)
“[B]y his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’” (3:12)

“[A]nd the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’” 
(3:25)

22. Ijm¥l al-i|¥ba (1:48)

“[B]y what was narrated from him s in which he said, ‘My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided.’”
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23. Al-Ibh¥j (2:86)

“[B]y his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

24. Al-I^k¥m [of al-®midÏ] (1:290, 4:198)

“As for the Sunna, there is his statement s: ‘My Companions 
are like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided.’”

25.  Al-In|¥f [of al-Ba~aly‰sÏ] (1:90)

“And the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

26. Al-Burh¥n fÏ u|‰l al-fiqh (2:889)

“[D]ue to his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

27. Al-Tab|ira (1:368)

“[H]is statement s: ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

28. Al-Mu¢tamad (2:28)

“[B]y his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”
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29. Raw\a al-n¥ir (1:165)

“[H]is statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

30.  Al-Luma¢ fÏ u|‰l al-fiqh (1:51)

“[D]ue to his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

31.  Al-Ma^|‰l [of al-R¥zÏ] (4:196)

“[H]is statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

32. Al-Muw¥faq¥t (4:125)

“And this meaning has been quoted from the Prophet s, for 
he said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of 
them you follow you will be guided.’”

33. TaysÏr al-ta^rÏr (4:307)

“He s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever 
of them you follow you will be guided.’”

34. Ij¥bat al-s¥√il shar^ bugyat al-¥mil (1:331)

“[T]he hadith, ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever 
of them you follow you will be guided.’”
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35. Subul al-hud¥ wa al-rash¥d fÏ sÏra Khayr al-¢ib¥d 

“[A]ll of them are Mujtahids, which is why he said s, ‘My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided.’” (10:329)

“And al->abar¥nÏ and Ibn M¥jah narrated from ¤udhayfa 
g that [the Prophet s] said, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’” 
(11:448)

36. >abaq¥t al-¤an¥bila (1:180)

“And the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

37. Al-W¥fÏ bi al-waf¥y¥t (2:362)

“[A]nd as for the Companions, there is his statement s, ‘My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided.’”

38. Al-Aw¥√il [of al-¢AskarÏ] (1:66)

“It is reported that the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions 
are like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided.’”

39. Mu¢jam al-udab¥√ (1:108)

“[H]ence his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”
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40. Nih¥yat al-arab fÏ fun‰n al-adab (1:250)

“[A]nd his statements, ‘People are like the teeth of a comb 
but are only superior over others via well-being’; ‘People are 
like mines of gold and silver; the best of them in the times 
of ignorance is the best of them in Islam as long as they gain 
deep understanding of the religion’; ‘People are like camels; 
out of one hundred you can scarcely find one capable of 
riding’; ‘The believer is soft and easy-going like a camel led 
by a nose-ring; if it is called to halt upon a rock it will halt’; 
‘The believer is unto another believer like a strong edifice; 
each part supports the other’; and ‘My Companions are like 
the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

41. Zahr al-¥d¥b wa thamar al-alb¥b (1:10)

“[A]nd his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

42. Mu¢jiz A^mad (1:403)

“[I]t was as if he was looking at the Prophet’s statement s, 
‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you 
follow you will be guided.’”

43. T¥j al-¢ar‰s (1:8719)

“[T]hat is because the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions 
are like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided.’”
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44. The Journal of the Islamic University of Madinah

“And he s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’” (2:400)

“And the loftiest examples for the Muslim youth are the 
noble Companions, regarding whom the Prophet s said, 
‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you 
follow you will be guided.’” (3:38)

45. A\w¥ al-bay¥n fÏ i\¥^ al-Qur√¥n bi al-Qur√¥n (5:108)

“And that is sufficed with the famous hadith, ‘My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided.’”

46. TafsÏr al-R¥zÏ (1:269)

“[D]ue to his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

47. Nam al-durar [of al-Baq¥¢Ï] (4:493)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

48. TafsÏr al-lub¥b [of Ibn ¢®dil] (1:45)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”
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49. TafsÏr al-NÏs¥b‰rÏ (1:68)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

50. Al-Kashh¥f (3:390)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

51. TafsÏr al-Kh¥zin (2:120)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

52. TafsÏr al-HaqqÏ [R‰^ al-bay¥n] (6:498)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

53. R‰^ al-ma¢¥nÏ (1:47, 12:188)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

54. TafsÏr Ab‰ al-Su¢‰d (5:135)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”
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55. TafsÏr al-NasafÏ (2:268)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

56. Al-Shif¥ bi ta¢rÏf ^uq‰q al-Mu|~af¥ s (2:53)

“The Messenger of Allah s said, ‘Follow those who come 
after me: Ab‰ Bakr and ¢Umar.’” He also said, “The 
Messenger of Allah s said, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

57. >abaq¥t al-|‰fÏyya [of Ab‰ ¢Abd al-Ra^m¥n al-SulamÏ] 
(1:22)

“And the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

58. >abaq¥t al-fuqah¥√ [of Ab‰ Is^¥q al-ShÏr¥zÏ] (1:35)

“And for this reason, the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions 
are like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided.’”

59. Maf¥hÏm isl¥mÏyya [Dr. ¢®|im A^mad al-Das‰qÏ] (1:192)

“The Companions are like the stars, guiding the bewildered 
and directing the misled. The Prophet s said about them, 
‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you 
follow you will be guided.’”
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60. Al-Sib¥q il¥ al-¢uq‰l [Dr. ¢Abdull¥h Q¥dirÏ al-Ahdal] 
(1:109)

“Like his statement, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

61. Majallat al-t¥rÏkh al-¢arabÏ [Dr. ¢Abdull¥h al-¢Uwayna] 
(1:13861)

“. . . ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’”

62.  Jal¥√ al-¢aynayn fÏ mu^¥kamat al-A^madayn       
[Nu¢m¥n b. Ma^m‰d b. ¢Abdull¥h, Ab‰ al-Barak¥t Khayr 
al-DÏn al-®l‰sÏ]  (1:208)

“[F]rom the hadith: ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

63. Al-Fat¥w¥ al-^adÏthÏyya (1:18)

“And he s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

64. >arÏq al-naj¥t [accompanied by al-Muntakhab¥t min 
al-makt‰b¥t al-ma¢|‰miyya] (1:21)

“And the Prophet s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”
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65. Al-Fu|‰l min al-u|‰l (3:299)

“It was reported from the Prophet s that he said, ‘My 
Companions are like the stars; whomever of them you follow 
you will be guided.’”

66. Al-Mufa||al fÏ al-radd ¢al¥ shubuh¥t a¢d¥√ al-Isl¥m 
(13:29)

“[A]nd so, his statements, ‘My Companions are like the 
stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided’. . .”

67. Al-I^k¥m fÏ u|‰l al-a^k¥m [of al-®midÏ] (1:215)

“[B]y his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

68. Al-TaqlÏd wa al-ift¥√ wa al-istift¥√ (1:33)

“[A]nd his statement s, ‘My Companions are like the stars; 
whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

69. Dir¥sat ^awl shakh|iyyat AbÏ Hurayra (1:29)

“And the Messenger of Allah s said, ‘My Companions are 
like the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be 
guided.’”

70.  Mukhta|ar minh¥j al-sunna (1:244)

“As for his statement, ‘My Companions are like the stars. . .’ 
it is a weak hadith that was weakened by the traditionalists 
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[Ahl al-¤adÏth]. Al-Bazz¥r said, ‘This hadith is not 
authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah s or 
found in the relied-upon books of hadith.’”

71. U|‰l al-fiqh ¢al¥ manhaj Ahl al-¤adÏth (1:155)

“There are some weak hadith whose meanings are sound due 
to the existence of authentic proofs that corroborate their 
meaning, or due to the occurrence of something the proves 
them. However, it is not permissible to ascribe a weak hadith 
to the Prophet s because not everything whose meaning is 
sound necessarily comes from him s.”

72.  Nuzhat al-maj¥lis wa muntakhab al-naf¥√is (1:365)

“And it is reported that he said s, ‘My Companions are like 
the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.’”

73. ®d¥b al-|u^ba [Ab‰ ¢Abd al-Ra^m¥n al-SulamÏ] (1:174)

“Companionship with Allah Most High is by following 
His commands, abstaining from His prohibitions, engaging 
in perpetual remembrance of Him, studying His Book, 
paying close attention to His secrets without adding to them 
anything that doesn’t please Him, showing contentment with 
Allah’s preordainment, observing patience with His trials, 
and showing mercy and pity to His creation, and other types 
of noble character traits. Companionship with the Messenger 
of Allah—may Allah bless him and his family and grant 
them peace—is by following his Sunna, turning away from 
blameworthy innovation, and exalting his Companions, the 
members of his household, his wives, and his children, and 
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avoiding opposition to him in all matters, small and large. 
Companionship with the Companions and the members of 
the Prophet’s household l is by invoking Allah’s mercy 
upon them, giving preference to those to whom they gave 
preference, speaking well about them, and accepting their 
views in legal rulings and Sunna practices. The Prophet s 
said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever of them 
you follow you will be guided.’ And he also said s, ‘Indeed, 
I am leaving with you two weighty things: the Book of Allah 
and the members of my household, my progeny.’”

74. Al-TalkhÏ| al-^abÏr fÏ takhrÏj a^¥dÏth al-R¥fi¢ al-kabÏr 
(5:499)

“The hadith: ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever 
of them you follow you will be guided’. . .”

75. Al-MÏz¥n al-Kubr¥ (1:28)

“‘He s said, ‘My Companions are like the stars; whomever 
of them you follow you will be guided. . .’”
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	 Notes

        ___________________

1.	Better known as al-Shif¥ bi ta¢rÏf ^uq‰q al-Mu|~af¥ s, by Q¥\Ï 
¢Iy¥\.
2.	Ibid., 2:53.
3. Narrated by al-BayhaqÏ in al-Madkhal (p. 112) from the route 
of ¢Abd al-Ra^Ïm b. Zayd al-¢AmmÏ, from his father, from Sa¢Ïd b. 
al-Musayyab, from ¢Umar g. This was also narrated by ¢Abd b. 
¤umayd (1:250 § 783), Ibn ¢AdÏ in al-K¥mil (2:377), Ibn ¢Abd al-
Barr in Bay¥n al-¢ilm (§ 1081), and al-®jurrÏ in al-SharÏ¢a (§ 1149) 
from the hadith of Ibn ¢Umar. It was also reported by al-Kha~Ïb 
in al-Kif¥ya (p. 101) and al-BayhaqÏ in al-Madkhal (p. 113) from 
the route of J‰bÏd, from al-™a^^¥k, from Ibn ¢Abb¥s. And it was 
also narrated by al-BayhaqÏ in al-Madkhal (p. 114) in a perplexed 
[mu¢a\\al] form (in which two or more narrators are omitted 
from the chain) from Jaw¥b b. ¢Ubaydull¥h. Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr 
narrated it in Bay¥n al-¢ilm from the route of ¤¥rith b. Gha|an 
from al-A¢mash from Ibn Sufy¥n, from J¥bir b. ¢Abdull¥h.
4. The act of placing a sound chain of transmission on a weak text 
or vice versa. —Translator
5. Ibn al-ßal¥^, al-Muqaddima, p. 60.
6. Narrated by Muslim (§ 2531) from the hadith of Ab‰ M‰s¥ 
al-Ash¢arÏ g.
7. Al-¤¥fÏ Ibn ¤ajar has an explicit statement that repudiates the 
claim that this is forged. In al-Am¥lÏ al-mu~laqa (1:59, edited by 
¤amdÏ al-SalafÏ) he stated, after mentioning this hadith with his 
chain up to ¢Abd b. ¤umayd:
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This hadith is solitary [gharÏb] and is singularly reported by 
¤amza al-JazarÏ, and it is also said that he is ¤amza b. AbÏ 
¤amza al-Nu|aybÏ. It was narrated by Ibn ¢AdÏ in al-K¥mil 
from ¢Abdullah b. Mu^ammad b. ¢Abd al-¢AzÏz, from ¢Amr 
b. Mu^ammad al-N¥qid, from ¢Amr b. ¢Uthm¥n al-Kil¥bÏ, 
from Ab‰ Shih¥b—so its [chain] is high according to us. And 
Ibn ¢AdÏ narrated many hadith from this ¤amza and stated 
that they are not followed up on because they are disclaimed. 
He also quoted Ya^y¥ b. Ma¢Ïn who said regarding ¤amza, 
“He does not equal loose change.” And al-Bukh¥rÏ said that 
he narrates disclaimed hadith.
	 Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr mentioned in his book Bay¥n al-¢ilm that 
Ab‰ Bakr al-Bazz¥r was asked about this hadith, to which he 
replied, “It is well-known among the people although it does 
not have an authentic chain.” Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr commented, 
“It was narrated by ¢Abd al-Ra^Ïm b. Zayd al-¢AmmÏ from 
his father who narrated it from Sa¢Ïd b. al-Musayyab from 
¢Umar—and he might have said from Ibn ¢Umar—and the 
drawback in this chain is from ¢Abd al-Ra^Ïm.” Ibn ¢Abd al-
Barr then completed his words by mentioning the narration 
of Shih¥b that I have presented in full. And ¢Abd al-Ra^Ïm 
and ¤amza are equally weak.
	 We have happened upon a report from the hadith of J¥bir 
and its chain is better than the two aforementioned chains. 
Ab‰ Hurayra b. al-DhahabÏ informed us via license [ij¥za]› 
al-Q¥sim b. AbÏ Gh¥lib › Ma^m‰d b. Ibr¥hÏm › Ab‰ al-
RashÏd A^mad b. Mu^ammad al-A|fah¥nÏ › ¢Abd al-Wahh¥b 
b. Mu^ammad b. Is^¥q › my father › ¢Umar b. al-¤asan › 
¢Abdull¥h b. Raw^ › Sal¥m b. Sulaym¥n › al-¤¥rith b. Gha|an 
› al-A¢mash › Ab‰ Sufy¥n › J¥bir g, from the Prophet s who 
said, “The likeness of my Companions to my nation is that of 
the stars; whomever of them you follow you will be guided.” 
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This was narrated by al-D¥raqu~nÏ in his book al-Fa\¥√il 
from A^mad b. K¥mil from ¢Abdull¥h b. Raw^. So here we 
have an alternative wording with a high chain.
	 This was narrated by Ibn ¢Abd al-Barr from his route and 
he commented on it, saying, “It is not proof-worthy because 
al-¤¥rith b. Gha|an is unknown.” I say: Ibn ¤ibb¥n included 
him among the reliable narrators and said that ¤usayn b. 
¢AlÏ al-Ju¢fÏ narrated from him. Here there are two who have 
narrated from him and he was declared reliable so it can 
not be said that he is unknown. Of course, Ab‰ ¤¥tim said 
concerning the one who narrated from him that he is not 
strong [laysa bi al-qawÏ], and Ibn ¢AdÏ and al-¢UqaylÏ said 
that he was disclaimed in hadith, and al-Nas¥√Ï mentioned in 
al-Kun¥ from some of his Sheikhs who declared him reliable. 
	 As for the hadith of ¢Umar that was alluded to by al-
Bazz¥r, it was narrated by al-BayhaqÏ in al-Madkhal from 
the route of Nu¢aym b. ¤amm¥d from ¢Abd al-Ra^Ïm. It 
was also reported from the narration of Juwaybir b. Sa¢Ïd, 
who is one of the disclaimed reporters; sometimes he reports 
[his narrations] via al-™a^^¥k from Ibn ¢Abb¥s, from the 
Prophet s, and at other times he reports from Jaw¥b b. 
¢Ubaydull¥h, from the Prophet s in a perplexed [mu¢a\\
al] form. Al-BayhaqÏ said, “This text [matn] is well-known 
[mashh‰r] and no chain is established for it, and some of it 
is corroborated by the hadith of Ab‰ M‰s¥—meaning the 
one I dictated in the previous gathering—for it alludes to the 
semblance between the Companions and the stars. 
	 I have discovered another corroborating report from the 
hadith of Ibn ¢Abb¥s: I rehearsed before Umm Y‰suf al-
MaqdasÏyya from Ab‰ Na|r b. al-ShÏr¥zÏ › ¢Abd al-¤amÏd b. 
¢Abd al-RashÏd › al-¤asan b. A^mad › A^mad b. ¢Abdull¥h 
› al->abar¥nÏ › ¢AlÏ b. Sa¢Ïd al-R¥zÏ › al-¤usayn b. ¢¬s¥ al-
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R¥zÏ › al-ßab¥^ b. Mu^¥rib › Mu^ammad b. S‰qa › ¢AlÏ b. 
AbÏ >al^a › Ibn ¢Abb¥s g, who said, “The Prophet s said, 
‘The stars are a source of security for the inhabitants of the 
heavens and my Companions are a source of security for my 
nation.’” 
	 Al->abar¥nÏ said, “al-ßab¥^ is the only one to narrate 
from Mu^ammad b. S‰qa, and al-¤usayn b. ¢¬s¥ singularly 
reports this.” I say: Its narrators are all declared reliable but 
they say that ¢AlÏ b. AbÏ >al^a did not hear from Ibn ¢Abb¥s, 
and that rather, he learned Quranic exegesis from Muj¥hid 
and Sa¢Ïd b. Jubayr learned from him. So now that you know 
the medium which is known to be reliable this can be relied 
upon. Most of the hanging [mu¢allaq reports where the 
entire chain is omitted] narrations that al-Bukh¥rÏ reported 
from Ibn ¢Abb¥s in Quranic exegesis are from the copy of 
Mu¢¥wiya b. ß¥li^ on the authority of this same ¢AlÏ b. AbÏ 
>al^a, as I explained in TaghlÏq al-ta¢lÏq—and Allah knows 
best.

8.	 Al-BayhaqÏ, Kit¥b al-i¢tiq¥d, p. 319.
9.  	Muslim b. al-¤ajj¥j, ßa^Ï^ Muslim, 7:183 § 6629.
10. Ab‰ ¤¥mid al-Ghaz¥lÏ, I^y¥√ ¢ul‰m al-dÏn, 3:125.
11.	Ibid., p. 61.
12.	Ibn ¤azm, al-I^k¥m, 6:243.
13.	Al-Kha~Ïb al-TabrÏzÏ, Mishk¥t al-ma|¥bÏ^, 2:350 § 3737.
14.	Al-TirmidhÏ, who declared it good (§ 1327), Ab‰ D¥w‰d (§ 
3592), and al-D¥rimÏ (§ 168). It was also reported by al->ay¥lisÏ 
(§ 559), A^mad (5:382), Ibn M¥jah (§ 97) Ibn ¤ibb¥n (§ 6902), 
and al-¤¥kim (§ 4451) from the hadith of ¤udhayfa g.

15. Narrated by A^mad (4:126), Ab‰ D¥w‰d (§ 4607), al-
TirmidhÏ (§ 2676), Ibn M¥jah (§ 42), al-D¥rimÏ (§ 95), and Ibn 
¤ibb¥n (§ 5) from the hadith of al-¢Irb¥\ g.  Al-TirmidhÏ said, 
“It is an authentic hadith.”
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16.	Ibn ¤azm, al-I^k¥m, 6:244.
17.	Narrated by al-Bukh¥rÏ, § 5268.
18.	Ya^y¥ b. Sharaf al-NawawÏ, Shar^ ßa^Ï^ Muslim, 1:18.
19. A collection of hadith compiled by Majd Ibn Taymiyya. —
Translator 

20.	¢AlÏ al-Shawk¥nÏ, Nayl al-aw~¥r, 4:255.
21. Al-Raj¢a: The Shiite belief that the Imams and their enemies 
will return to this world after their deaths, so the former can 
exact revenge on the injustices of the latter. —Translator

22.	Jal¥l al-DÏn al-Suy‰~Ï, al-Kha|¥√i| al-kubr¥, 1:91.
23.	Mu^ammad b. ¢Abdull¥h al-¤¥kim, al-Mustadrak ¢al¥ al-
ßa^Ï^ayn, 2:657.

24.	Ibn al-ßal¥^, al-Muqaddima, p. 9.
25.	Jal¥l al-DÏn al-Suy‰~Ï, TadrÏb al-r¥wÏ, 1:85. In this passage he 
also mentions that “if it said regarding a particular hadith that it 
is unauthentic, it means that its chain is authentic. . .”

26.	Qar¥b¥dÏn al-Q¥dirÏ is a pharmacopeia arranged in the 
order of diseases, written by Mu^ammad Akbar b. MÏr ¤¥jÏ 
Mu^ammad MuqÏm al-Arz¥nÏ.—Translator
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